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Safety and Security. Worldwide.
TÜV AUSTRIA is an international testing, inspection and certification company with operations
in more than 20 countries worldwide. TÜV AUSTRIA employs more than 1,700 staff members
and generates around 180m in annual revenue.
With a multitude of national and international accreditations, TÜV AUSTRIA Group offers a
wide portfolio that embraces industrial services, inspection, monitoring, certification, IT security,
insurance services and training.

Environmental protection
Care for the environment and sustainability are part of TUV AUSTRIA Group´s DNA. TUV AUSTRIA is your partner for
certificates regarding biodegradation and renewable ressources of products such as: OK compost INDUSTRIAL, OK compost
HOME, OK biodegradable SOIL - WATER - MARINE, the Seedling logo, OK biobased, NEN bio-based content.

OK compost
Composting can reduce the volume of organic waste quite significantly, while the compost produced can be used for agricultural and horticultural purposes. About 50% of all domestic waste comprises organic material, a percentage that is set to grow in
the future owing to the growing popularity of biodegradable products (packaging material, disposable cutlery and plates, …).

Guarantee for industrial composting
The OK compost INDUSTRIAL label guarantees compliance with the European standard for compostability in industrial composting installations
(EN 13432).

Guarantee for composting in garden compost heap
OK compost HOME guarantees biodegradation in the garden compost heap.

OK biodegradable
A product‘s application determines the ideal biodegradation environment. Accordingly, Belgium has already introduced a law
to decide that packaging may not be presented as biodegradable. After all, the idea is not to have packaging spread around on
a massive scale like litter because it is „biodegradable“.
TUV AUSTRIA‘s specialists support the idea of this legislation – applied only in Belgium for the time being – and are able to
specify the correct biodegradation environment for your products thanks to their verification marks.

Guarantee for biodegradation in soil
The OK biodegradable SOIL label ensures that the product will be completely
biodegraded in the soil and will have no negative impact on the environment
whatsoever.

Guarantee for biodegradation in water
Products that are certified with OK biodegradable WATER ensure biodegradation in the fresh water.

Guarantee for biodegradation in sea water
Products that are certified with OK biodegradable MARINE ensure biodegradation in the sea/marine water.

OK biobased
In contrast to LCA (Life Cycle Assessment), the investigation method behind the OK biobased certification is very simple and
the exact value can be precisely and scientifically measured and calculated. This renders checks and re-checks very transparent
and also allows “apples to be compared with apples” with the greatest ease.
On a basis of the determined percentage of renewable raw materials (% Bio-based), your product can be certified as one-starbio-based, two-star-bio-based, three-star-bio-based or four-star-bio-based.

Guarantee for bio-based origin
OK biobased is a certification system that verifies the origin of a product in a clear
way by the share of renewable (bio-based) carbon.

Additional Labels
Through certification, we want to oﬀer a tool for fair play in the market of bioplastics and, by extension, all compostable, biodegradable and biobased products. As a 100% independent party, we apply the same rules for everyone.
Guarantee for bio-based content
NEN bio-based content is a certification system, owned by NEN (NL) that
verifies the origin of a product, based on chemical and 14C analyses.
TÜV AUSTRIA is a recognised certification body by NEN.
Guarantee for industrial composting
The Seedling logo guarantees compliance with the European standard for compostability in industrial composting installations (EN 13432).
TÜV AUSTRIA is a recognised certification body by European Bioplastics, the
owner of the Seedling logo.
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